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WASHINGTON (AP) - Here's a message TV 
viewers may not want to mute: The days of 
getting blasted out of the easy chair by blaring 
TV commercials may soon be over. 

The House on Thursday gave final congressional 
approval to a bill that would prevent advertisers 
from abruptly raising the volume to catch the 
attention of viewers wandering off when regular 
programming is interrupted. TV programs use a 
variety of sound levels to build dramatic effect, 
But advertisements have been neither subtle nor 
nuanced, according to the congressional 
spokesman. When the law goes into effect, 
consumers will no longer have to experience 
being blasted at." 

Under the legislation, now heading to the 
President for his signature, the Federal 
Communications Commission would be required 
within one year to adopt industry standards that 
coordinate ad decibel levels to those of the 
regular program. The new regulations, applying 
to all broadcast providers, including cable and 
satellite, would go into effect a year after that. 

The FCC has been receiving complaints from 
consumers since the 1960s about jarring sound 
bursts when commercials come on, but the 
commission currently does not regulate program 
or commercial volume. Instead, it reminds 
viewers that newer TVs come equipped with 
circuits designed to stabilize volume differences 
or advises people that one solution is still to make 
aggressive use of the mute button on the remote. 

The legislation would force the industry to abide 
by its own recommendations for audio standards 
as devised a year ago by the Advanced Television 
Systems Committee, an organization of 
broadcasters. 

 
Dick O'Brien, director of 
government relations at 
the American Association of Advertising 
Agencies, said his group supports the bill because 
"we fully understand that advertising works best 
when it engages consumers, not alienates them." 
He said enforcing volume control guidelines 
already proposed by the industry "in itself should 
make the viewing experience of the American 
public a much more user-friendly one." 

Managing the transition poses some technical 
challenges because the shows and ads come from 
a variety of sources, and may require TV 
broadcasters to purchase new equipment. The 
legislation does give the FCC authority to issue 
waivers to broadcasters for hardship or other 
reasons. 

One reason commercials may sound louder is a 
sound compression technique in which the 
difference between loud and soft sounds is 
compressed. The result is that while the peak 
sound levels of commercials and programs may 
not differ, the average levels of commercials are 
higher. 

The title of the bill is the Commercial 
Advertisement Loudness Mitigation Act, or 
CALM Act.  

[EDITOR'S NOTE: I think we've heard this song 
before... Every once in a while this issue 
resurfaces, but the commercials still sound as 
loud as ever. I'll believe it when I see (or Hear) it]  
 

      Newsletter Hotline ! 
        Got A News Item ? 

   Tech-Tip ?  Correction ?             

           Please Contact: 

    Joe Sopko, 216-381-1140   

        jsopko112@aol.com 

                    OR 

            Ron Purkhiser, 

              352-666-4773 

rpurkhis@tampabay.rr.com 

Chief writer Joe Sopko’s…. Laws 
Law of the Bath   

When the body is fully immersed in water,  
the telephone rings. 

        TV Commercials  Edited from a report on the inter-net..  
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        DISCLAIMER 
Information presented in "The 
Speaker" is derived from many 
sources and is believed to be 
correct at time of printing.  We 
make no guarantee, express or 
implied of the accuracy, effi-
cacy, or safety of any of the 
techniques published.  It is not 
intended to replace Manufac-
turer's Recommendations or 
good Safety and Troubleshoot-
ing practices.  Use at your own 
Risk.  The Speaker, its Writers 
and Staff, and Nesda of Ohio 
assume NO responsibility for 
damage to persons or property 
as a result of any information 
printed herein.  Opinions stated 
are those of the author and not 
the Nesda of Ohio Newslet-
ter.  Opinions stated are be-
lieved to be true, and are of-
fered in the spirit of helping 
other servicers but may have no 
basis in fact. 

 
  With apologies to Elizabeth Barrett Browning, who wrote 
"How do I Love Thee / Let me count the Ways" and inspired this 
column, I paraphrase that into "How have I been Faked Out - Let 
me count the ways".  I never intended this column to become a 
regular feature, But I keep finding ways to get Faked out while 
repairing equipment.  Learn from me, so it doesn't happen to 
you. 
 

 
       Today's Lovely  Open Verse poem involves an Impressive Kenwood RP-V370 CD 
Changer..  This Beast tried to fake me out of my shoes (or other articles of clothing) and I didn’t 
like it One Little Bit . 
 
 The owner brought it in with it’s remote and a disc to show how it would skip after 
playing for a while.  I put on some Johnny Mathis discs and listened to his Dreamy voice 
while waiting for the trouble to show.  Sure enough, after 2;37 into the song, the player 
skipped back to the beginning of the song. That wasn’t so bad, because I do so Love “The 
Twelfth of Never” so I listened to it till my Heart Palpitated.  Since, the trouble repeated at the 
same time in the song - and the disc wasn’t scratched - I found that the traverse was hang-
ing up along the slide Rod.   A drop of oil took care of that and allowed me to go and be 
faked out. 
 
 I wanted to select my favorite Mathis melodies during the “Air Check” so I slipped 
the remote into my Purse - err… I mean “Pocket” while I worked nearby.  I pointed the remote 
at the player so that I could enjoy “Warm and Willing” and imagine my horror when Nothing 
Happened.  Oh Yes -  I pointed and Squeezed and pointed some more and Pushed but to 
no avail.  The remote just wouldn’t do Anything ! 
 
 Oh Dear - Oh Dear.. my Easy job has just gotten (Ummm…Careful here!...)  Hard.  
Where In the world am I going to get a schematic to trace the remote control circuitry of a 
Kenwood?  I swished over to the player and had to push the “Change” button with my own 
little finger  and Johnny answered me when “It’s not for me to say”  came out of the speaker.  
He also told me my course of action when I heard “Chances Are”…  “I Concentrate on You”.  
That caused me to sing “Where do I begin” in answer to Johnny.  We had a Lovely dialogue, 
just “The Two of Us” .  He caused me to give “The Look of Love” to the Printed Circuit Board 
on the Front of the Player.  The PCB that contains the Remote Photoreceptor.  When I did, 
everything became “Wonderful, Wonderful” because the solution did “Come to Me”. 
 
 I sashayed over to he computer and brought up the Owner’s Manual on the Inter-
Net. The manual actually contained TWO models in the same book: the   RP-V370 and the 
RP-V470.  As I read, I came across something that was “Heavenly”.  The manual showed 
the Buttons, Controls, Features, Display, on the cabinet and also The Remote Receiver For 
Model RP-V470 ONLY!  Oh, you can’t imagine my “Feelings” when I read that sentence.  It 
made me Positively “Misty”!  The RP-V370 is NOT Equipped with a Remote Sensor!!  I was 
just So Elated that you could just “Fly me to the Moon”.  I even Dismounted that PCB so that 
I could examine it and confirm that there is NO IR Receiver present.  I could see the Pads 
where the receiver Would have been on the V470. 
 
 
 ...And so to answer the question in the First Stanza:  How have 
I been Faked Out?  "I've been Faked Out to the Depths of the 
Ocean, and to the Heights of the Sky". 
 

                                                                  Poetry Corner   By: Monsieur Josef  
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       Tech  Tips 
 
Zenith TV, 9-1334-1 module 

Problem: No Vertical 
Fix:  Replaced the Vert out IC, LA7838 and 
caps C2100, C2104, 05, 10. 
 
Panasonic TV, PT50LC13 

Problem: Shutdown.  Power light flashed 
green, then red. 
Fix: Installed ballast rebuild kit, LSUC0022 
and lamp.  TY-LA1000 
 
Mits TV, Model WD62327 

Problem: Very dark picture 
Fix: Suspect lamp, #915P020010 
 
Samsung LCD TV, Model LTN1535 

Problem: Dead 
Fix: Replacing C109 fixed the set.  
1000uF/16V 
 
Panasonic LCD, PT50LC13 

Problem:  Lamp timer reset after replacing 
the lamp. 
Fix: With TV on, press and hold Vol down 
on the front panel, and the PIP/VTR on the 
remote.  Hold for 10 seconds or so.  OSD 
will display lamp time reset to 0 
 

Pioneer Plasma TV, model PDP433PU 

Problem:  Dead 
Fix: Replace power supply with Hitachi 
TS04071.  This model has the trap switch, if 
you power it up without closing this trap 
switch you will have to close the trap 
switch, press input and vol down together 
then press power button. 
 
Sylvania LCD, Model LC320SLX 

Problem:  Cycling through colors, stuck in 
factory mode. 
Fix:  Push arrow up then arrow down, or 
possibly arrow left and then arrow right. 
 
RCA TV, CTC197 

Problem:  Dead 
Fix: Found R13145 had increased in value.  
Should be 270KΩ/half W 
 

RCA TV, MMC101 

Problem:  Picture from the VGA input is 
narrow in 2H mode. 120B+ was only 90V. 
Fix:  Found CR14809 was leaky.  Replaced 
 

RCA TV, MMC101 

Problem:  Dead set. 
Fix: Found no key data on pin 6 of U13101 
and DC was at 0V.  Found Q14608 leaky 
causing this problem. 
 

RCA TV, ITC008 

Problem:  No video 
Fix:  Replacing DF101 fixed the set. 
 
Hitachi TV,  AP-1X and 2X  

Problem:  Dead set 
Fix: Found flyback, (2436492) bad  and 
T701 had bad solder.  Resoldered. 
 
Hitachi TV, AP-1X and 2X 

Problem: Smearing on bright images. 
Fix: Replaced M-301, #2375231 
 
Hitachi TV, AP-5X and 6X 

Problem: No or intermittent color. 
Fix: Found bad solder on X501, Resoldered 
 

RCA TV, MMC102 

Problem: Set would run for about a second 
and then shutdown.  Deflection functioned 
when forced on. 
Fix:  No horz pulse at pin 2 of U38302 and 
no feedback pulse to base of Q14803.  
Found R14457, (1Ω)  off pin 8 of T14451 
open.  Replacing fixed the set. 
 
JVC TV, Model AV27BM5 

Problem: We had a black screen 
intermittently.  CRT filaments were off. 
Fix: Discovered Pin 1 of the G connector on 
the CRT board was loose.  Resoldered. 

NEED TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE?NEED TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE?  

JOIN TECHJOIN TECH--ASSIST !ASSIST !  
 

www.tech-assist.org is a Service Forum where you 
can communicate with hundreds of fellow techs across 
the country – One of whom may have the answer to 
solving that problem you are working on.  In addition, you 
can access the schematic that you need, and search the 
database of thousands of fixes contributed by other 
members. 
 
 

 
For less than the cost of the time you just wasted trying to fix that “Dog” on your own, 

you could be receiving the benefits of Tech-Assist Membership for a Full Year. 
Visit  www.tech-assist.org and see for yourself.  

 
  30 Day FREE trial, No credit card required for the trial. 
 
 Membership doesn’t cost – It Pays ! 

• Communicate with other techs 
• Solve problems 
• Schematics to download 
• Database of thousands of fixes 
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                            CET Brain  Teaser             

 

From the CET Study Guide and   

                 Practice Test 
 
TODAYS QUESTION is presented in The 
Speaker just for fun with the permission of 
the ISCET, and maybe will get you started 
thinking about hanging out your own CET 
shingle.  For more information, we invite 
you to visit the ISCET website at 
www.iscet.org  We are grateful to them 
for allowing us to present this feature. 
 
  Today’s question is from the CET 
Associate level Study Guide provided by 
ISCET. 
 
 

 
 
The device which would be 
used most often to establish a 
reference voltage that is 
stable against changing input 
voltage would be a: 
 
1. Transistor 
 
2. MOSFET 
 
3. silicon diode 
 
4.   zener diode 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Correct answer on page 16 

THINGS YOU DON'T HEAR ANYMORE (usually said by Your Mother)  
Be sure to refill the ice trays, we're going to have company. 

Quit slamming the screen door when you go out!  

Don't forget to wind the clock before you go to bed.  

You have torn the knees out of that pair of pants so 
many times there is nothing left to put a patch on.  

Don't you go outside with your school clothes on!  

Take that empty bottle to the store with you so you 
won't have to pay a deposit on another one.  

Quit jumping on the floor! I have a cake in the oven and 
you are going to make it fall if you don't quit!  

You boys stay close by, the car may not start and I will 
need you to push it.  

There's a dollar in my purse, get 5 gallons of gas when 
you go to town.  

Open the back door and see if we can get a breeze 
through here, it is getting hot. 

If you pull that stunt again, I am going to wear you out!  

Don't lose that button; I'll sew it back on after awhile.  

Get out from under the sewing machine; pumping it 
messes up the thread!  

Don't turn the radio on now, I want the battery to be up 
when the Grand Ole Opry comes on.  

No! I don't have a Quarter for you to go to the show. Do 
you think money grows on trees?  
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Sometimes I think I should be considered a Proctologist because I 
deal with so many Pains in the Ass. err. "Nether Regions". Come 
to think of it, I used to work with a lot of them, too. This one, 
however, concerns a Sony KV25XBR.  Unusual Model Number. 
No numbers after the "XBR". (yes, really) The Chassis is an 
SCC595BA, and I can't say that I've seen one of these before. It 
looks rather "unusual" as you can see in the attached photo, and it 
also looks like a Pain in the."Nether Regions" to work on. The set 
was Dead. Dead as a Rock ! No Clicks - No Volts - No Nothin'. 
 

 
Resistance checks showed that the Horiz Out Xstr was shorted. 
(Oh Goody! A Quickie) But that was not to be. I Replaced the 
2SD1497 and found that there was No B+ on the H-Out 
Transistor's collector. In tracing that B+ back to it's source I found 
it difficult without a schematic, and had to go with a couple of 
assumptions: That the 140v line (marked on the PCB near the 
deflection section) was the one that powered the Deflection 
circuit. I followed that back to the SMPS "Vault". A shielded area 
buried in Center Chassis containing 2 PCB's within the Vault - 
once a zillion screws were removed (I DID say it was a pain in 
the..) Magnifying the PCB's revealed ringed connections on D665, 
a Standup diode in a TO-220 case within the shielded SMPS. 
Resoldering that diode still provided no B+. There were No open 
fuses, unless they're hidden away and yes, I did find the one 
hidden Inside the shielded SMPS. 
 
This is when I posted a request on the Nesda-Net for the KV-
25XBR Service Manual. SAMS had no listing for this model, so I 
was hoping that someone would fax, mail or draw the circuit for 
me. Well, I didn't get a schematic, but what I did get was Advice. I 
must be the only person in the civilized world who hadn't seen one 
of these. The volume of replies was astounding, and the answer 
was found in them. Some of the respondents mentioned those 
D665 connections, and some mentioned other possibilities (that I 
have written down for when I see the Next One), and some offered 
to loan the schematic. The actual trouble turned out to be 2 
failures. 1-The D665 connections, and 2- The H-Stat Control, 
suggested by Bennie Smith of Norman's Electronics' Duluth Ga. 
Service Facility. 

I would have expected to see arcing in the H-Stat if it was shorted 
because the 30KV anode lead plugs into it, but no arcs- it just 
Killed the Horiz, which then Killed the SMPS. I bypassed the H-
Stat & ran the HV directly into the 2nd anode & it comes up, so I 
was able to order it with confidence. (at the price they want for 
that Sucker - I wanted to be Sure.1-230-212-11 dealer cost $65 - 
Sheese ! ) 
 
By the way, if you want to see a Weird looking Picture, Get a load 
of this Sony without a H-Stat. The pix is all green and there is a 
Strong Double image, displaced by about an inch. The picture 
shown here on paper may be poor, but you can see it in living 
color (green) in the online version of "The Speaker" at 
www.nesda-ohio.com. Replacement of the part produced an 
excellent picture on this set, even though it had a few miles on it. 
The owner was Very pleased to get it back. 
 
Those of us who use the Nesda-Net speak often of its power, and 
this job exemplifies that statement. If any members are Not using 
the 'Net, you should rethink your choice. The income from this 
one set - which might not have been repaired without the advice 
received or the schematic if I needed it - more than pays for an 
entire year of usage. This set wasn't fixed entirely by me, it was a 
Team Effort. Members of that team included Bennie Smith, 
Wayne Markman, Darrell Loeffler, Glenn Larkman, Mike Feldi, 
and Tom Brucker. Hey, we got enough for a Basketball Team. 
With a lineup like this, this job was a Slam-Dunk ! 
 
 
 

Remember, ALL of us are smarter than any ONE of us ! 

        
 
 
 
 
 

              
 

PROCTOLOGISTS              By: Joe Sopko CET 



The Speaker  Jan 2011     Page 8 

 



The Speaker  Jan 2011     Page 9 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oh-h-h-h…  I Knew I was in Trouble the instant I looked around.  
Here was a guy that wanted his Television fixed – FAST – and I 
didn’t think that there was going to be Anything “Fast” about this 
Toshiba 35” CRT Telly.  The model CF35F40 was brought in by 
its owner with the description “I think that the Picture Tube is Bad 
– It only has a White Line across the screen.” 
 
 Isn’t it funny how customers can get things SO wrong?  
We all know that the picture tube isn’t causing his lack of vertical 
sweep, but I have heard that phrase Hundreds of times over the 
years…  Almost as often as “It must be the Power Switch, since it 
won’t come on”.  In a way, it was good news for the owner of this 
TV, since there wasn’t any way that a 15 year old Telly would be 
getting its Picture tube replaced.  (Good news for ME, too, since I 
am not anxious to wrestle a 35” Kine!) 
 

 J u s t 
moving tha t 
B e h e m o t h 
a r o u n d  wa s 
enough to slow 
things down, but 
the repair was 
started just as 
soon as the 
owner left the 
driveway.  I 
didn’t want that 
t h i n g  t o 
monopolize the 
real estate in the 
shop any longer 
than necessary.  

Since this was a Toshiba branded television the first thing we did 
was to look for those Wonderful Red 2.2uf capacitors that we have 
all come to know and love.  Imagine my disappointment when 
there were none to be seen.  Then I measured the 28vdc on the 
Pump-up diode, hoping for an open 1 ohm resistor in that scan 
derived supply.  Dang!  The B+ voltage was there, too, and this 
was shaping up to be the opposite of a “Quickie” (Sorry, Trixie) 
 
 F301 was next on the agenda, because that fuse is known 
to have been the cause of “No Sweep” in the past, but not this time 
- so there we were – Out of quickies and the hour growing late.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The chassis was flipped over so as to measure ESR on all the 
“300” series capacitors when the technician’s eye fell upon the 
pins of the IC301 Vertical Chip – just to use it as a reference point 
to find the “300 Series” Caps.  OhMiGawd!, he said as he espied a 
ringed connection on Pin 2.  It wasn’t very obvious, but the light 
had hit it just the right way to reveal the ring, and it was confirmed 
under the magnifier.  A Lick of the Soldering Iron and the Vertical 
was restored! 
 

Things were looking Up!  All that remained was to see 
how the picture looked, so the DTV converter box was connected 
and station #3 was tuned in.  Here’s where the “Double” part of 
this trouble came in…  There was no signal via the Tuner.  The 
Television had “Video 1” selected, so this must not have been a 
“New” problem, but there was no tuner signal nonetheless.  A 
look under the tuner showed why, now that suspicion had been 
turned toward “Connection” problems:  There are 15 terminals on 
that Tuner, and Every Single One of them had a Ringed 
connection and was open!  Now, just how often do you see that?  
If that wasn’t enough, 2 of the 4 Ground Tabs were ringed, too.  If 
the other 2 tabs had given way, the tuner would have fallen out of 
the board all by itself.  A few more licks of the Weller, and this 
baby was Done! 

 
The hardest part of this job was moving this Boat Anchor 

around the shop – and out to the owner’s car. 
 
 

15 Ringed Connections 

Double Trouble 
BY: Joe Sopko 
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With apologies to Elizabeth Barrett Browning, who wrote "How 
do I Love Thee / Let me count the Ways" and inspired this column, 
I paraphrase that into "How have I been Faked Out - Let me count 
the ways".  I never intended this column to become a regular 
feature, But I keep finding ways to get Faked out while repairing 
equipment.  Learn from me, so it doesn't happen to you. 
 
       Today's Lovely  Open Verse poem involves a Darling Little 
Syntax (Olevia)  LCD Monitor LT20HVK.  The Beast was Dead 
and brought with it several Wrinkles that I didn’t like one little bit!  
No - I Don’t like Wrinkles at all, and I use just Tons of Oil of Olay 
to prevent them!   Another 
thing I didn’t like were the 32 
screws that had to be removed 
just so that I could get the 
Back off of the little beast !  
That’s enough to make your 
Wrist go Limp! 
 

  

            
                Once I had the chassis (Ummm…Careful here!...)  
“Exposed”, I saw one of those “”Wrinkles” staring me right in the 
face.  Look You at the lower right corner of Figure 2:  You will see 
a Power pack more suitable for a laptop computer, or laying on the 
floor in the middle of a power cord.  Instead, here is that laptop 
type power supply nestled into a little recess inside the television 
monitor.  Gawd - is that Chintzy - Or What!  They’re not using a 
Real power supply, although they DO have a DC-DC 
Converter hidden away underneath the shield of the 
video board.  It makes a body wonder if they have 
platoons of Chinese thieves patrolling the airports to 
steal the power supplies of travelers’ laptops just so that 
the communist chinese can avoid designing a Real 
power supply.  
 

               
               Well, Dear Heart, when I saw that, my Heart just 
Palpitated.  I thought that this would be a Real “Quickie” (Sorry 
Trixie).  I snuck up behind The Computer Illiterate and “borrowed” 
the power pack from his Laptop (he never uses it anyway).  Although, 
the television’s power LED did light up red now, it would just 
light the screen for a second and then turn right back off, Oh 
Dear .   Then I tried the Shop’s Bench Power Supply and it did the 
same thing.  It looked as though I would have to take off the shield 
from that Nasty Video Board after all - because that is what the 
power supply plugged into. 
   
 
               I looked around that DC-DC converter circuit near the 
DC Co-axial plug from the Power Pack and found a little SMD 
fuse (at the tip of my red probe - Lower Right corner of Fig 3).  I found 12v 
on that fuse, and not much else that was conclusive.  Since I found 
“Nothing useful”, I decided to take apart that Black Power Pack 
from the corner of the TV.  It didn’t open easy, and I Did have to 
be careful to Not break a Fingernail but after a couple taps with a 
rubber mallet, that Black plastic case opened up like the shell of 
an oyster. There I Did find something amiss. No, No Bulged Caps 
(Oh Bosh!) But There Was a Big Fat Transformer right in the center 
of the PCB.  (See Figure 4, on page 12)   I Squinted real Hard at the 
PCB and found that there were a couple of pins of that transformer 
that weren’t soldered very well.  I gave it a couple Licks of my 
Weller and tried it again.  Now, the Red Power light of the TV 
came on when plugged in, and I felt my Excitement begin to build. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

       Poetry Corner 2       By: Monsieur Josef  

Fig.2 

Power Pack 

Fuse 

Fig.3 

Cont. Page 12 
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              Imagine my disappointment, Dear One, when the TV Still 
wouldn’t stay on even after finding a definite problem with the 
transformer.  I just didn’t know what to do!  After a good Cry, I 
Thought - and I Thought - And I Thought!  (I Hate That !)  Then I 
Had an Idea!:  I remembered another LCD TV that wouldn’t stay 
on for me a long time ago - and on That one, the Power Supply 
couldn’t handle the Inrush Current upon Turn-On.   Here, I 
applied a “Helper” voltage from the Bench Power Supply to that 
Fuse, so that the TV felt both the power of its own supply AND 
the Bench Supply.  Oh My Dears!  The TV Stayed ON!   I Seized 
my ESR meter and tested every single capacitor on that Power-
pack’s circuit board, and I found C6. a 22uf@50v electrolytic, 
adjacent to that Big Fat Transformer to have High ESR!!! 

 
I was Positively Elated !  I soldered in one of those 22uf 

@ 63v High Frequency - Low ESR Caps that I get from those 
Lovely Nice Men at B&D and plugged it in once more!  Oh My 
Stars and Garters!  The TV was Fixed!  I just had to sit down and 
put  my head between my legs or I would Just Faint!  TWO 
troubles in this Communist Chinese Power Pack!  One with 
Substandard connections on the Big Fat Transformer  and a 
Second trouble with the Substandard Capacitor - all inside of a 
Sealed Black Plastic power pack that wasn’t designed to be 
serviced in the first place.  Both the “power-pack” and the Bench 
supply couldn’t handle that Inrush Current - just like that LCD TV 
I remembered from so long ago. 

 

 
Perhaps they should call it a “Powerless-Pack”!...  And 

“Black” ?!  That is SOOO Out of Fashion! 
 
 ...Well then, to answer the question in the First Stanza:  How have 
I been Faked Out?  "I've been Faked Out to the Depths of the 
Ocean, and to the Heights of the Sky". 
 
 

 

 

Fig.4 

C 6 

Big Fat 

Transformer 

Continued from page 10 



The Speaker  Jan 2011     Page 13 

 

[ E D I T O R ’ S  N O T E . . .  
NesdaOHIOANS (Some more than others).  
have come to know Bob Lowe’s 
Cousin Trixie very well She has 
always been a “Professional” as well 
as a “Working Girl” and it is only 
recently that she has taken to helping 
the ranks of readers of The Speaker in 
their daily tasks.  We thank her for 
lending her name to this Column, and 
ask that you think of her when you  

                                             think of a “Quickie”] 
 
 Some stuff you just can't make a buck on unless you get 
In & Out very Quickly.  Small stuff like VCR's or 13" TV's, so 
That's why we're running this column.  If you go into a set 
Knowing what the trouble is, you can get out and make it a... 
well... A Quickie !  We'll feature a trouble on a piece of "small 
stuff" and if it fixes it for you, Great -  If it doesn't, well you'll lose 
your Ass... err...  “Backside” if you spend any more time on it.] 
 
 
“Hello, Boys... (she says)...  Is that a Screwdriver in your Pocket, or 

are you just glad to see me?”...  My Cousin Bob Lowe says that 
Everyone would like a Quickie – and He Should Know!  Well, 
Here’s one Just for YOU! 

 
 It’s an RCA VCR/DVD Recorder model DRC8335 , 
and it has both a Tape and a DVD stuck in it.  It’s a Quality 
Product of Communist China, so I have One tip for you boys that 
will save you some time right off the Bat.  Don’t go wasting any 
time looking for service information on this model.  You won’t 
find ANY on RCA’s new “Service Portal”.  They abandoned their 
customers in the Video Market several years ago, and unlike the 
“Old” Thomson support site, you will only find Television 
information here.  Don’t bother going back to the Old Thomson 
site, either.  The Audio and Video Information that used to be 
there has been taken down.  Remind me to find an appropriate 
way to thank RCA for this “Service” 

 So, if we can’t do it With ‘em, I guess we’ve got to do it 
Without ‘em.  You boys know all about That.  Figure 1 shows the 
DRC8335 Disrobed, as it would look if you were standing at the 
rear of the product. You should focus your attention on the Power 
Supply area in the lower-right of the Figure. Figure 2 will give 
you a close-up view of that Power Supply, just in case your eyes 
are going bad (I TOLD you to Stop when you needed Glasses!) 
 
             Even though the Front-Panel FIP display IS lit, this is still 
where you are going to find the source of this trouble.  The Power 
supply is not generating the voltages necessary to run the Eject 
Motors.  I’m not going to give you “Test Points”…  We’re going 
after a “Quickie” here,  Remember?  I’m just going to come right 
out and TELL you what the trouble is.  It’s 3 Caps in the Power 
Supply: , C226 (470uf@16v) , C218 (1000uf16v), and C209 
(220uf@16). Don’t even Stop to manually extract that 
Disc&Tape.  You change these caps and you’ll be Ejecting in a 
short time. Didn’t I say this was going to be Fast and Easy?  A 
handful of screws, and a couple Licks of the Soldering Iron, and 
You’re done!  The Power Comes up and you can eject those stuck 
Tapes and Discs with the press of a key, and you’re Home Free. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
So, There you have it, Boys: Today’s Quickie on a piece of Cheap 
stuff so that you can turn a quick Trick... err, I mean “Buck”.  
Think of me when you see one o’ These. 
 

                        _Éàá Éy _Éäx_Éàá Éy _Éäx_Éàá Éy _Éäx_Éàá Éy _Éäx    
      gÜ|å|x      gÜ|å|x      gÜ|å|x      gÜ|å|x    
 
  
 

               QUICKIES…       By: Bob Lowe’s Cousin Trixie 

Fig.1 

C226 470@16 

C209 220@16 

C218 1000@16 Fig.2 
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Today’s Topic:   “PASSWORDS”  
 
 

Everyone’s gotta have one.  You can’t go anywhere near 
the inter-net without one. And you certainly can’t access any of 
the web-sites that you commonly use for your business without 
one, and That’s where the problem comes in.  You Only got One!   
Even The Computer Illiterate knows that you shouldn’t use a 
password that’s easy to guess.  Hackers have automated programs 
that can find any password if it’s a word in the dictionary or a 
proper name, even if it’s spelled backwards so it’s only a matter of 
time till they hit on “Your” word, no matter what it is.  Throwing 
in a mix of letters and numbers helps. But here’s the problem even 
tricky password users run into: Because we need so many 
passwords for so many Web sites and accounts these days, We 
Forget what they are and wind  up writing these passwords down 
somewhere (Bad) — or else using the same password for all of 
these sites (even worse). Both of these practices are disasters 
waiting to happen. 

 
If you use the same password for many sites, all a hacker 

has to do is get your password at any One site.   You gotta figure 
that some site out there somewhere is doing a lousy job of 
protecting your password — and then the hacker’s got it for All of 
your sites and accounts. So if a hacker or malicious employee at 
the place from which you buy your shoelaces online lifts your 
single password, he can get into your bank account and into your 
company’s computers. If you use different passwords but write 
them down next to your desk or in your wallet or on a file in your 
computer, then you’ve given thieves and hackers a convenient 
one-stop-shopping list for violating your entire electronic world.  

 
Well, there’s Good News Tonight! (To quote Fred Allen): All 

you’ve got to do to solve this Password mess is to Come up with a 
simple formula for generating passwords in your head that’s based 
on the name of the site or organization you’re signing up with.  
For example, you might take the name of the site 
(www.encompass.com),  Divide the number of letters in their 
name (ENCOMPASS) in half (5 – when it’s rounded off), reverse 
the first Five letters (MOCNE), add the number “5″ after the Fifth 
character and a capital “Z” at the end (mocne5passZ).  Yeah, 
you’re saying “Huh” right now, but when you try it a few times, it 
becomes easy to work out. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By this formula, the password to Bob Lowe’s Cousin 

Trixie’s web-site (www.trixie.com) becomes “irt3xieZ “.   (Half of 
the six letters of the site’s name are reversed, the number 3, then a 
Z at the end).  The password to the former nesdaOHIO President’s  
favorite site  www.pornoheaven.com would become 
“hornopoeavenZ”…  You get the idea? 

 
Now, everybody reading this can’t use the same plan or 

you would all wind up with the same passwords.  The point here is 
to come up with a formula of your own.  Maybe reverse the last 
letters of the site name instead of the first, Maybe Alternate the 
letters of YOUR name with those of the web-site, Maybe reverse 
your phone number and alternate them with a reversed site-name.  
The intent is to do Something that the Hacker’s decoder isn’t 
looking for. 

 
For sites that have fewer than six letters, you need a 

different plan because you’ll want at least an eight-character 
password. You might count the letters in your first name (Joe) and 
just add in extra “3″s, so that the password for cats.net becomes 
cats333Z. Make up your own formula, and then Don’t Tell 
Anyone. It may sound a bit complicated, but after doing it a few 
times you’ll be able to do it in your sleep, (Well, hopefully you have 
better dreams than That), and then  you’ll have a unique, impossible-
to-guess password for every one of your web-sites without having 
to write anything down.  It’s not impossible to crack, of course, 
but the Hacker is going for the Easy ones and might pass yours by.  

 
Until next time The Computer Illiterate…   

“iretupmoceht12lliterateZ” 
 
 

 
  
  
 
 

A Continuing Feature at "The Speaker", written by an acknowledged 
Computer Illiterate.  The material contained here may be known to 
everybody in the civilized world - except the author - who says "It 
sounded good to Me, so I'll pass it on".  The author advises that he has 
NO knowledge of computers, and as such cannot judge the accuracy or 
efficacy of the material presented herein.  Nor does he assume any re-
sponsibility for damage to your computer, files or self esteem. 

       The Computer Illiterate          The Computer Illiterate   By: Joe SopBy: Joe Sopkoko 
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New Year's Resolutions 
(it’s not too late to change yours….) 

  
I shall never move quickly, except to avoid more work or 
find excuses. 
 
If at first I don't succeed, there is always next year. 
 
I shall always decide not to decide, unless of course I 
decide to change my mind. 
 
I will never put off until tomorrow, what I can forget about 
forever. 


